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who turned the Guardian’s op-ed page into a truly global debating forum, 
was my tutor on the Thatcher years and my political counsel on much else; 
Michael Hardt sent me back to the drawing board and put up with my 
emergent Keynesianism; Betsy Reed, my editor at the Nation, helped me 
frame the thesis and edited my first article on disaster capitalism, as well as 
dozens of columns; the fearless Jeremy Scahill read early chapters and 
swapped panic and research about the state of war (and life) privatization; 
Katharine Viner was the light at the end of the tunnel and is making the 
Guardian the launch pad for this book. Most of all, these dear friends, 
who also happen to be colleagues, kept me company and inspired me dur- 


ing years of lonely writing. 


I am not an economist, but my brother, Seth Klein, director of the in- 
dispensable British Columbia Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, is 
my sector weapon. He put up with calls at odd hours requesting impromp- 
tu tutorials in monetarist theory and carefully edited the first draft, push- 
ing me and protecting me as best he could. Ricardo Grinspun, a brilliant 
economist specializing in Latin America at York University (cited in the 


text), was kind enough to read the manuscript and provide important spe- 
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cialized feedback. So did Stephen McBride, director of the Centre for Glo- 
bal Political Economy at Simon Fraser University. I am honoured that 
both took time out of their overloaded schedules to accept another student, 


and neither should be held responsible for any errors on my part. 


My parents, Bonnie and Michael Klein, gave me terrific feedback on 
drafts and took excellent care of me when I moved to their neck of the 
woods for the writing. Both have passionately protected the idea of a pub- 
lic sphere outside the market for their entire lives, Michael in health care 
and Bonnie in the arts. My hero of a motherin- law, Michele Landsberg, 
read the manuscript and cheered me on as only she can. The insistence of 
my father-in-law, Stephen Lewis, on placing the AIDS pandemic firmly 
within the context of freemarket fundamentalism emboldened me to write 
this book. 


Many other stellar publishers and their teams have thrown their sup- 
port behind this project, including Brad Martin at Random House of Ca- 
nada, John Sterling and Sara Bershtel at Metropolitan in New York, 
Stefan McGrath and the creative and intelligent team at Penguin UK., Pe- 
ter Sillem at S. Fischer Verlag, Carlo Brioschi at Rizzoli, Erik Visser at De 
Geus, Claudia Casanova at Paidos, Jan- Erik Petterson at Ordfront, Ingeri 
Engelstad at Oktober, Roman Kozyrev at Dobraya Kniga, Marie Catherine 


Vacher at Actes Sud and Lise Bergerin and everyone at Leméac. 


AIT of us owe a huge debt to the unflappable Adrienne Phillips, acting 
managing editor at Knopf Canada. Not only did she keep this unwieldy 
team on track but, along with Margaret Halton and Jackie Joiner, she 
made it possible for the book to come out in seven languages simulta- 
neously, something of a publishing miracle. I am also enormously grateful 
to Scott Richardson for his sleek and enlivening design, to Doris Cowan 
for her careful proofreading and to Beate Schwirtlich for her expert type- 


setting. Barney Gilmore is, once again, the master indexer. Mark A. Fow- 
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ler is the very best kind of libel lawyer and was a pleasure to argue with. I 
also thank Sharon Klein, Tara Kennedy, Maggie Richards, Preena Gadher 
and Rosie Glaisher, as well as all the translators who will bring this text to 


readers around the world. 


In addition to the researchers who worked directly on this project, 
many activists and writers helped me along the way. The incredible team 
members at Focus on the Global South in Bangkok were the first to identi- 
fy "reconstruction" as the new frontier of neocolonialism, an extension of 
their long-time work on the exploitation of crises. I am particularly grateful 
to the acuity of Shalmali Guttal and Walden Bello. For their outstanding 
investigations exposing disaster capitalism in New Orleans, I am indebted 
to Chris Kromm and the team at the Institute for Southern Studies as well 
as to the writings and activism of the human rights lawyer Bill Quigley. So- 
ren Ambrose, formerly of Fifty Years Is Enough, was a tremendous re- 
source on the international financial institutions. My research on 
contemporary prisoner abuse was greatly aided by Michael Ratner and the 
courageous team at the Center for Constitutional Rights, as well as John 
Sifton and Human Rights Watch, the reports of Amnesty International and 


Jameel Jaffer at the American Civil Liberties Union. 


Many of the declassified documents cited in the text were unearthed by 
the extraordinary people at the National Security Archive. Another impor- 
tant resource has been the interviews from PBS’s 2002 documentary trilogy 
Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy. Most of the 
quotations that appear in the text did not make it into the films, but the 
producers made the rare decision to put their raw interview transcripts on- 
line. 1 am also grateful to Amy Goodman and the entire team at Democ- 
racy Now! Their groundbreaking interviews are not only an addictive 
source of daily news (www.democracynow.org), but a precious ongoing re- 


search tool. 
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Hundreds of other investigative journalists and authors whose work I 
draw on are acknowledged in the text and the endnotes. An extensive bib- 
liography can be accessed through www.naomiklein.org, with direct links to 
many original documents. A few books were of such tremendous and re- 
peated help that endnotes and bibliographies don't suffice to indicate their 
importance: Stephen F. Cohen’s Failed Crusade, Alfred McCoy’s À Ques- 
tion of Torture, Anthony Shadid’s Night Draws Near, Rajiv Chandrasekar- 
an’s Imperial Life in the Emerald City, Marguerite Feitlowitz’s A Lexicon 
of Terror, Michael McCaughan’s True Crimes: Rodolfo Walsh, Lawrence 
Weschler’s À Miracle, a Universe, Greg Grandin’s Empires Workshop, T. 
Christian Miller’s Blood Money, Antonia Juhasz’s Bush Agenda, Juan 
Gabriel Valdés’s Pinochet’s Economists, Peter Reddaway and Dmitri Glins- 
kis The Tragedy of Russia’s Reforms, William Mervin Gumede’s Thabo 
Mbeki and the Battle for the Soul of the ANC, Joseph E. Stiglitz’s Globa- 
lization and Its Discontents, Judith Butler’s Precarious Life, John Perkins’s 
Confessions of an Economic Hitman, Peter Kornbluh’s The Pinochet File 
and John Pilger’s The New Rulers of the World, among many of his other 
works. I am also in debt to many documentary filmmakers whose footage 
helped me to understand events that I was not able to witness first-hand. 
Patricio Guzmän’s definitive trilogy The Battle of Chile demands particular 


mention. 


Several theorists and chroniclers of neo-liberalism have shaped my 
thinking well beyond what citations can reflect: David Harvey (particularly 
A Brief History of Neoliberalism), and pretty much everything ever written 
by John Berger, Mike Davis and Arundhati Roy. When I read and reread 
the work of Eduardo Galeano I feel as if everything has been said. I hope 
that he will forgive my attempts here to put a few asterisks in the margin, 
just to emphasize the point. 


I also want to honour five exquisitely diverse models of the engaged, 
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enraged intellectual, each one a personal hero of mine, who passed away 
while I was writing this book. The loss of Susan Sontag, John Kenneth 
Galbraith, Molly Ivins, Jane Jacobs and Kurt Vonnegut will, for me as for 
so many others, be difficult to bear. 


The following people all lent a hand: Misha Klein, Nancy Friedland, 
Anthony Arnove, John Montesano, Esther Kaplan, John Cusack, Kashaelle 
Gagnon, Stefan Christoff, Kamil Mahdi, Pratap Chatterjee, Sara Angel, 
Manuel Rozenthal, John Jordan, Justin Podur, Jonah Gindin, Ewa Jasie- 
wicz, Maude Barlow, Justin Alexander, Jeremy Pikser, Ric Young, Arthur 
Manuel, Joe Nigrini, David Wall, John Greyson, David Meslin, Carly Stas- 
ko, Brendan Martin, Bill Fletcher, David Martinez, Joseph Huff-Hannon, 
Ofelia Whiteley, Barr Gilmore and my patient colleagues at the New York 
Times Syndicate, Gloria Anderson and Mike Oricchio. 


Roger Hodge sent me to Iraq for Harper’s, on assignment for the piece 
that turned into this book, and Sharon Oddie Brown and Andreas Schroe- 
der set me up in their perfect writer’s cabin when I returned. I am, as al- 
ways, grateful to Katrina vanden Heuvel, Peter Rothberg and Hamilton 
Fish for making the Nation feel like home. 

It may take a village to raise a child, but looking at this long list, I 
rcalize that it took a global conspiracy to make this book. l’m so fortunate 


to have been supported by this amazing web of humanity. 
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